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measures of comfort for his wife and youngsters, as a
tiller of the soil. Consequently I saw how unjust it
was for them to be forced by political coteries to em-
ploy unskilled Jewish labour at nearly two-and-a-half
times the cost of skilled Arab farmhands; and, more,
to be treated with contempt and rudeness by these
raw ineffrcients, when they could have had courtesy,
friendship and co-operation from the Arabs with whom
they had worked all their lives.
Then there was another point: men like my friend
had grown up with Arab children, had known them
as playmates, had been farmers' sons growing to
manhood amongst the men who would one day serve
them, They had spoken Arabic as their second lan-
guage; they understood, respected and loved their
Arab neighbours, and the Arabs felt the same way
towards them. The same sort of thing which must
have happened during the days of the Second Genera-
tion in Norman-settled Ireland; or in our own Eng-
land when the Saxons laid the battle-axe aside, started
to break up the valley-bottoms with their six-ox
ploughs and employed the sons of the conquered
Britons to work for them.
Consequently there was a fellow-feeling between
Jews of this type and the Arabs such as the new-
comers could not hope to achieve. The troubles of the
years since the ending of the Great War have now
made good relationship quite impossible, and, if all the
farmer told me about the manner in which the new
cokmists hold their land is correct, there seems to be
very little chance of their ever being any peace between
the two r^ces.